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Concord, New Eanpshire 


You have requested an interoretation of a. 9, :¢. 122, 

R. L., unier the following circunstences: 

~ Frederick Nixon, Jr. was involved in an automelt 16 ¢ acct. 
dent on Decenber 7, 1°50. Within one veer of that date suit - 
proweht asainst the defendant and service made upon hin by the: oie 
according to Phillip G. Peters, 4sq., less than & year fron the date 
or the accident, dHovever, the Commissioner received no written notice — 
fron innie iaher or her legal representative until July 13, 1953, 
two end a half years after the date of the accident, 


It is your position that since tho Commissioner received 
no written notice within one year from the date of the accident, the 
Cozmissioner properly tesued a new license to Frederick Nixon, ire, 
Subject to finencial responsibility. 


It is lr. Peters’ position that the statute means thet a 
liconse cannot be issued by the Commissioner whenever suit has been ~ 
brought within one year from the date of the accident, regardless of 
whether or not the Commissioner received written notification more 
than one year from the date of the accident. 


The governing lengua¢o of the statute is as follows; 


", . . If the commissioner has received no written notice 
fron the agsrieved or injured person or his legal repre- 
sentative that suit has been brought within one year from 
the date of the accident the commissioner then may, subject 
to tho other requirenents of the lew, issue to such person 
@ new license to operate and new registration certificates 
and registration plates provided he shall give and ee 
efter maintain proof of financial responsibility. .. .® 
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Rolph V. Gould, Director of Safoty -2-< Aug. 7, 1953 


In my opinion, your interpretation of this statute is correct. 
The manifest intent of the Legislature was to provide for the issuance 
of a license in the discretion of the Comnissioner subject to financial 
reevonsibility whenever tho Commissioner has not received written notige 
fication of a suit within one yoar of the date of the accident. By so 
providing, the rishts of aggrieved persons were secured by. written notice ~ 
ond tho rights of a person involved in an accident could be restored 
upon the lapse of one year's tine without written notification, 


This intersrotat ton of s. 9 is implemented by the aod tout 
policy of 8. 7, Cy Eee L., which provides that if in the event secure 
ity is fernionedfaheiear of tho date of the accident but no written 
notice is received fron the egcrieved person or his renresentative that 
suit hos been brought, such security shall be returned to ths depositor. 
Moreover, the Legislature has prescribed in ss, 12 and 13 provisions for 
the sotisfection of a judgment in installments with the sanction of suse - 
ponsion of a license and rezistration certificate of the tine debtor . 
until such judsment 4s satisfied. : : 
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Sincerely, 


John N, Rassikes 
Denuty Attorney General — 
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